ments that are affordable and consistent with the Clean Air Act and
that enjoy community acceptance?

Can MPOs move beyond performing technical studies, travel de-
mand forecasting, and long-range plans consisting largely of wish lists,
and begin to recognize the importance of fiscally restrained programs,
phasing of construction, system preservation, and the need to develop
skills in cost estimating and project scheduling or accept input from
agencies that have those requisite skills?

Do councils of governments or MPOs have the political will to
resolve interjurisdictional conflicts and rank individual projects, which
may please some jurisdictions and antagonize others?

Can governors and state legislators recognize that within urban
areas, project selection and prioritization must be conducted cooper-
atively with local elected officials, even though they involve state funds,
and that local officials will want to share in the credit of getting the
projects constructed but avoid the wrath of those whose projects do not
pass muster?

How can planners ensure that funds are used for preservation of the
existing system instead of politically glamorous capacity-enhancement
projects?

What rational basis do we use to make multimodal project and
programming decisions, given the differences between FHWA and
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) project development regulations
and procedures?

How can elected officials who are involved in making transportation
decisions be shown the real effect that CAAA will have on project
selection and programming?

How can transportation planners move away from the traditional
planning process that has been focused on massive capital-intensive
construction projects with high regional visibility that can be easily
modeled and move toward smaller improvement models, such as pedes-
trian paths, bikeways, and safety projects, which perhaps can best be
identified by community groups? Although small in scope and cost,
projects like these often can mobilize community support and make
important contributions to urban mobility.

Finally, how can planners take advantage of the land use powers of
local elected officials to facilitate transportation improvement pro-
grams by either reserving rights-of-way in advance of project develop-
ment or protecting the integrity of a facility once it is open to traffic and
perhaps avoiding the need to expand the facility in the future by
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